
 

Our Lady of Mt.Carmel Parish    
     April 16, 2023 †  Second Sunday of Easter   

       Parish Mission Statement 
 

We are the Church, alive with Christ, a diverse community root-
ed in faith, celebrating a liturgy of life. We are prayerfully re-

sponsive to the Spirit of the living Gospel, freely and fully  
ministering to all. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday - 4:30 PM   Sunday - 8:15 AM - 10 AM - 12 Noon   

 
 Weekdays & Saturdays - 9 AM 

 
Holy Day Eve - 7:00 PM    Holy Day - 9 AM - 7:00 PM 

                                          (Call Office to verify Mass  times) 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 
 
RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 3:15--4PM  

8404 CASS AVENUE  
DARIEN, ILLINOIS  60561 

Parish Phone Number: 630-852-3303 
Religious Education Phone Number:  630-963-3053 

 PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jeff Smialek, O.Carm., Pastor 

frjeff@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Greg Houck, O.Carm., Parochial Vicar 

frgreg@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Robert Carroll, O. Carm., Ph.D. 

Priest In residence 
Deacon Ed Ptacek 

littlebirdfarm@hotmail.com 
Deacon Guadalupe Villarreal 

dcnlupe@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Sherry L. Rochford, Director, Children’s Faith 

Formation 
sherry.rochford@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Stephanie Rawls, Director, Youth Ministry 
stephanie.rawls@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Lori Prado, Youth Ministry 
lori.prado@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Cathy Lentz, Director, Adult Faith Formation 
catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Susan Haa, Parish Receptionist, Bulletin Editor 
receptionist@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
John Hawkins, Business Manager 

john@jmhawkins.com 
Val Kazich, Admin Asst., Registrar, Religious 

Education 
val.kazich@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
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April 16, 2023 
     What a difference a week makes. The celebrations were inspir-
ing and meaningful and the crowds plentiful. Now, on the Second 
Sunday of Easter things are back to normal. We pray that all who 
were here last weekend come back again before Christmas be-
cause the promise made last week was the hope of our share in 
the Resurrection and of Christ’s all consuming love for us and the 
promise of peace.  In today’s Gospel, the apostles are gathered 
together and we hearing the story of Doubting Thomas. In this 
passage, the first words that Jesus spoke to his apostles were 

“Peace be with you.” Jesus continued to wish peace upon them multiple times in this Gospel. 
That is Christ’s greatest desire for us, peace. 
     However, that is one of the things we are lacking the most. We look at wars such as in the 
Ukraine. We look at mass shootings and crime and violence in our cities. We look at natural 
disasters such as the storms and tornados that have affected so many in recent weeks. We 
struggle with peace in our relationships and in our own homes and families. Peace seems to 
be very elusive. Yet, Christ says “Peace be with you.” No wonder Thomas doubted. We do 
too. Why is the one thing Christ wishes for us, often the hardest thing to achieve? We still 
struggle with putting our passions and desires aside and trusting in Christ. That is the chal-
lenge now for us. It is our job to take Christ’s message of “Peace be with you” and make it 
real. The mission after Easter has been handed onto us. We have to bring about the peace that 
we desire. That is a good question for each of us to reflect on during this Easter season, am I 
bringing peace? Are all my actions and dealing with people bringing peace or division? 
Christ wishes us peace, but it is up to us to bring it about. 
     I also want to wish everyone a blessed Divine Mercy Sunday. We always throw ourselves 
on the abundant mercy of God. 

   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray to us. 

Fr. Jeff  

“Creating a Spiritual Autobiography” 
Interactive Workshop 

Our Life Story is a unique rendition of how God’s love 
works in the world.  Join us as we reflect on the various 

ways our personal life experiences have led to an encounter 
with the wisdom of God. 

Sharing our Faith Story is the legacy we leave for our 
grandchildren. 

All are welcome!!  

Thursday, April 20 at 9:30 a.m. 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church (lower-level) 

8404 Cass Ave, Darien, IL 

Questions:  catholicgrandparentsolmc@gmail.com 

mailto:catholicgrandparentsolmc@gmail.com
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Cathy’s Corner— Breaking Bread with a Stranger 
What if the pair of travelers had never offered hospitality to the stranger they met on their way to Emmaus? What if they 
had been so absorbed in their own self-pity over all that had happened in Jerusalem, the brutal execution of the prophet 
they had hoped would redeem Israel, that they just let him continue to walk on when they approached their village? What 
if the fact that they had reached their own safe homes clouded their perception that, as evening was drawing near, this un-
known man would be walking alone in the vast darkness between settlements which could be quite dangerous?  
 
If that had been the case, they never would have known he was God. Because it was only in opening their home to him, in 
sharing a meal with him, in giving of their own resources to him, that they recognized this stranger as Jesus Christ, risen 
from the dead. In truth, they had been fleeing Jerusalem defeated, leaving the other disciples that had also experienced the 
deed and word of Jesus mighty before God that now seemed so meaningless. They were not convinced by the women who 
astounded them with the news that the body was not in the tomb, nor by the vision of angels proclaiming he was alive, nor 
even by the confirmation of others who went there and found it just as had been described. Indeed, shockingly, they did 
not even comprehend who this stranger really was from his interpretation of all in the Scriptures beginning with Moses 
and the prophets that referred to him.  
 
Yet they felt something stirring deep in their hearts they could not ignore. It was a burning, subtle at first, but enough to 
make them reach for him, to not want to let him go. And when he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it and gave it to 
them, all of a sudden it flashed in their minds the multitude of times Jesus in his ministry had shared bread with others, 
had eaten with even the most rejected of society, had blessed the poorest and most vulnerable, and they knew it was Him. 
They recognized their Lord even as he disappeared from their sight. Did they remember that Jesus had said just a few 
days ago in the upper room that he would not eat again with his disciples until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God? 
Did they realize then that fulfillment had indeed come in the resurrection of their Lord?  
 
When they hurried back to Jerusalem, they learned that the Lord had appeared to Simon, forgiving him his three-fold de-
nial. He had given him, and indeed all who believe in him, the power to heal in his name, and so Simon Peter was able to 
heal a man crippled from birth as Jesus himself had done so many times. And the burning in their hearts exploded in the 
knowledge that the Lord has truly risen. But only because they reached out in compassionate hospitality to a stranger they 
met on the way. May we never miss our chance to do the same. There is no end to the ways we ourselves will recognize Je-
sus every time we do. Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35 
 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has come to OLMC! 
ATTENTION ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS! 

Training Sessions are being held to assist you in  
completing your profile 

Wednesday, April 19            6 – 8 pm  
or Saturday, April 22            10 am -noon 

Or contact Cathy Lentz at catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
or 630-852-3303 ext 5 

Serving at our liturgies has never been easier! 

“Creating the Life You Deserve” 
An Empowerment Group for Women of Divorce 

Presented by 

The Oasis Experience, Inc ® 

Thursday nights from 7 to 8:30 pm at OLMC 
April 27th – June 1st   

Appropriate for women contemplating, in the process or already divorced                                 
Facilitated by Linda Lucatorto, M.Ed, CPC  

There is NO COST but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
Call 630-887-0374 or visit www.oasisexperience.com 

to reserve your place in the group 

F 
U 
T 
U 
R 
E 

mailto:catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
http://www.oasisexperience.com
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***You Are Invited*** 

The Feast of Divine Mercy Holy Hour 
Sunday, April 16th, 3-4pm 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

A Day of Extraordinary Grace 

                 The Holy Hour will include Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament,  
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benediction.   

Come experience the wonders of Jesus’ Love and Mercy. 
   Jesus told St. Faustina, “I am Love and Mercy itself.  Let no soul fear to draw 
   near to Me even though its sins be scarlet.  My mercy is greater than your sins, 
and those of the whole world. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness.  The 
soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins 
and punishment.  I want the whole world to know of My infinite Mercy.”  The message of Divine Mer-
cy is that God is merciful.  He is love poured out for us and He wants no one to escape that merciful 
love. 

Please join us to celebrate His Merciful Love and Forgiveness! 

 

St. Vincent DePaul Clothing Drive 
April 22 and 23, 2023 

In upper church lot 
Before and after Masses 
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 RE News… 
RE Packets for 2023-2024 will be available next 

week and handed out after RE sessions on the 

upper deck. Please note, we will not be going 

back to the old format. Re Sessions will be: 

Sunday 9:00-10:00 or 11:00-12:00 

Monday 5:00-6:00 or 7:00-8:00 

Please call the RE Office for more information. 

Check the website for VBS Information! 

Questions of the Week: 

Question for Children: Even though you can’t 

see him with your eyes, how do you “see” 

Jesus in others? 

Question for Youth: Jesus gave us the gift of 

the Holy Spirit and gave us the power to for-

give sins. How do you offer forgiveness to 

your friends and family? How do you seek 

forgiveness for yourself? 

Question for Adults: When and how do you 

experience the “new birth” which we are giv-

en in Christ? When someone has forgiven 

you? When you have forgiven others? When 

you celebration reconciliation? At other times? 

 

First Communion Updates 

We will have just one Mass at 11:00 AM for 

First Communion on Saturday, May 20.  Prac-

tice will be held on Thursday, May 18 at 6:30 

for readers, Gift Bearers, and Banner Carriers, 

with a PRACTICE FOR EVERYONE AT 7:00 

PM.  

 

Sign up now for your pictures with  

Soriano Photography! She will be taking por-

traits on the day of First Communion, as well 

as capturing your child’s reception of the Eu-

charist with Fr. Jeff. She will also provide a 

link for the video. (See pricing sheet for more 

info.) 

Upcoming Dates 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our Vacation Bible School will happen on the week of 

July 10-14 from 12:00-3:00 PM each day, with a cele-

bration and Ice Cream Social on Friday, July 14 at 3:00. 

The theme this year is STELLAR: an outer space odyssey 

where we learn how to Shine Jesus’ Light.  
We are still looking for helpers and leaders for stations 

and small groups. We would like to keep each group to  

6 young participants, with 1-2 Jr. Leaders (Grades 5-7), 

and one Adult Leader, or 2 High School Leaders.  We 

also need station leaders.  

 

FAITH PATHWAYS for Adults  
with Special Needs 
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Mary Anne Trochim     James Curley 

Julie Ann Lacey Barb Schunk 

John Guzior                  Frank Jasek 

Jeanette Seebock      Nancy Kososki  

Gentle Cabrera  Bridget Gallmeier Raineri 

Nancy Jisisju           Kevin & Jenne Gallmeier 

Bill Haran  Susan Nugent  

Evelyn Swartz  Abby Grace McCarver 

Jean & Mark Boyd      Allen Raineri    

Jamie Carpenter            Diana Clohecy          

Loren Davis  Kim Hoover  

 

   

            
   
 
       
          Elliot Broccardo, USMC                                

           Sgt. Ryan Thomas Lavine, Army 
             Lindsey Johnson  
SPC Jonathan Poynton                Diahann Bavan 
Joe Barker         Ronan Randy S. BA.SAT-U.S.Navy                 
Sgt. J. Bartlett Pvt.    Derek McCarthy 
Cpl. Joseph Belgis, USMC  Joe Michalski 
Wayne R. Zefeldt, Army                 Steve Baker, Lt  
S. Sgt. Michael Mullahy  Luke Fluder           
Ryan Pertile, Army   Pfc Drew Hillebold, Army 
Major Thomas Bessler  Vincent Napoli, USMC 
Mike Noonan   Nikolas Horskey, Army 
Adam Kowalski, Army  Lt. Col Jason O’Neil, USMC 
Capt. James Lucas US Army  Capt. Tim Wilson 
Sgt. Greg Burnett   Rachael  Smith 
Sgt. Meghan Callham, USMC  Kevin Pope 
Ron Caruso Jr.   Dave Rawlings 
Specialist Drew Stocks  LCpl Daniel Holakovsky, USMC 
Christine Christensen, USAF  Tom Reiter 
Lt. Joseph A Vacek, USMC         Nathaniel Rozgo 
Colin Cusack   Robert DeMatio  
Michael Sklodowski, Army  Frank Andrew McKenna, Navy 
Nick Radziwon, US Navy                       Captain Jackson Panice 
Gwen Zemaitis Baker  Ryan Snyder                 
James Lucas US Army  Capt. James Lienau 
Capt. Melissa Sprague  Sgt. Kevin Gallmeier Jr. 
Capt. Mark Sprague  Pat Gill Petty Officer 
Zach Wallace   Brian Sheenhan, Army  
James Chipman   Joseph Higgins 
Keith Thomas   Gary Hogan  
L.C. David Treadwell  Kevin Hornett 
Timothy Vaughn, USAF  Dan Eugene Bavan 
Zachary Bell   Dan Welters 
Christopher Johnson USCG  Alex Erkiens 
Sgt. Eric Kuchta, Army            Capt. Michael K. Desmond, Jr., USMC      
Pvt  Dylan R. Hagan                   1st Lt. Mark Marten, US Army        
Danielle Monahan SrA  Ted Cook  

 Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, April 15, 2023 

4:30PM  Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)                                                                                              

Sunday,  April 16, 2023  

8:15AM  Marco Rocco (Nick Rocco) 

Louis & Theresa Ricci (Nick Rocco) 

10:00AM Roy Gracey (Graczyk Family)  

Dr. Cornelio Casaclang Jr (Friend) 

NOON  Phyllis Scolire (Family) 

Robert Kozubik (Family) 

Theresa Dudasek (Family)                                                                                                                                     

Monday,  April 17, 2023 

9:00AM  Jeffrey Carioto (Sister) 

Kathy Malhas (Sheri)                                                                                                         

Tuesday,  April 18, 2023 

9:00AM Kathleen Corso (Mother Evelyn) 

Pietro, Archangela, Rose, Henry & Lorraine  

  (Storino Family) 

Arthur C. Munin  (Eugene Munin) 

Marylou Stefanski-1st anniv (Family) 

Wednesday, April 19, 2023 

9:00AM Parishioners of OLMC 

Thursday, April 20, 2023 

9:00AM Dr. Cornelio Casaclang (Friends) 

Friday,  April 21, 2023 

9:00AM  Laverne Munsayak-4th anniv (Josie) 

Bernie Nutile (Cousin)  

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

9:00AM Parishioners of OLMC 

 

Rosary Group 
Every Wednesday 

7PM 
In the Chapel 


